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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 125 


[Abstract:] Private suggestions with regard to the proposed appointment of Mr. Pound, Dr. 
James. 27 


The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, Penn., 

Assay Department, 

January 5, 1882 


Hon. A.L. Snowden 
Dear Sir 


I desire privately to say a few words to you upon a matter, of which we were speaking 
this morning. Mr. Pound has been here to see whether it would still be agreeable to me to have 
him in my Dept. provided you were willing to appoint him. Having once nominated him, I 
cannot consistently say that he would be of no use to us, for notwithstanding Llewellyn’s 
appointment, I find it impossible to attend to my official duties properly, and at the same time 
keep to my old routine work as closely as the pressure demands. There must be skilled help 
added here or something must be neglected, - either regular or official work. So I have only put 
Mr. Pound off on the plea, that having once nominated him and found you unwilling (for reasons 
which I could not question) to appoint him, there was nothing left for me but to nominate another 
(Dr. James) who was the only person I knew of possessing the required qualifications. You had 
promised to consider Dr. James favorably when my own appointment had been secured; And 
while matters were thus unsettled I could not nominate Mr. Pound also, but I may now say to 
you, if Dr. James is for any reason not the man you want, then Mr. Pound is my next choice. 


I must have some one of experience to keep steadily at the gold balance which I still 
occupy. Mr. DuBois’s experience and peculiar facility in working silver render it imperative that 
he should remain more particularly in supervision of this branch, as his father did. Yet even here, 
we are so pressed during large arrivals that we cannot always corroborate our assays as we would 
like to. The Omaha bars recently complained of would probably have assayed a little higher, had 
it not been that our pressure required us to report on the safe side, I am glad it turned out no 
worse. 


Very Respectfully, 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Actg. Assayer 


